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About Me 

• Singer-Songwriter 
• Writer – poetry & non-fiction 
• Consultant/Researcher 
• Professor 
• OKW – Ode’min Giizis Festival; ReFrame; 

Niijikiwendidaa, OAC Juror 

Grants 
• 2 EPs 
• Forthcoming album 
• Residency at Banff Arts Centre 
• Professional Development – MB Music, 

MB Arts & Culture 
• Mentorship with Tomson Highway 

 





The Process 

Know Your Project 

Research Grants 

Select the Best Grants 

PREpare to Write the Grant 

Write the Grant 

Get the Grant – Do the Project & the Final Report 

Didn’t get the Grant? Follow up and do the project anyway 



Know Your Project 

What are you doing?  
Elevator pitch 

15 minute speech 

What stage is your project at now? 

Why does what your doing matter? 
To your own practice 

To your particular medium 

To the larger (arts) community 

Who are you as an artist? 
Emerging, established? 

Art inventory/CV 

Why are you the best person to do this? 



Research Grants 

Ontario Arts Council 

Canada Council for the Arts 

Banff Centre for the Arts 

Local Arts Councils 

Other affiliations/communities 

Geographic 

Cultural 

Field specific 



Research Grants 

Make a list of potential grants your project (s) fit(s) 
into 

Funding body 

Basic requirements (i.e. type of art form, production or 
presentation, eligibility requirements) 

Monies available (i.e. minimum and maximum 
amounts) 

Deadlines 



Research Grants 



Research Grants 



Select the Best Grants 

Less is More when it comes to selection  

Sometimes a grant jumps right out at you because it 
clearly funds EXACTLY what you want to do 

But, not always, so, instead: 

Past recipients and projects 

Past amounts awarded 

Contact the project officer (UNLESS IT CLEARLY STATES 
TO NOT CONTACT THE OFFICER) 

 



Select the Best Grants 

• Can apply for many grants for one project (i.e. 
different stages) BUT must be clear on rules – i.e. 

• Canada Council – can hold 2 professional artist grants 
in any 48 month period; can only APPLY for one a year 

• OAC – cannot apply to more than one OAC program 
for the same activity BUT can hold multiple OAC grants 
IF DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 



PREpare to Write the Grant 

DON’T JUST PRINT THE APPLICATION AND START 
WORKING ON THE GRANT 

Read the whole application package more than once 

Make a list of what you need: 

Project Description 

CV 

Budget 

Support Material 

Reference/Support Letters 



PREpare to Write the Grant 

Know the Assessment Process 
Artistic Merit 

Who you are and what you have already created  

Involvement of other artists 

Impact 
To you and your artistic career 

To the broader community 

Viability 
Is this a reasonable project? 

Does your budget and timeline reflect a reasonable goal? 

Do you have alternate funding sources or means to do this 
project if you don’t get the funding? 



PREpare to Write the Grant 

How much time should you give yourself before the 
deadline? 

6 Weeks 

Contact references/supporters 

Updating all support material/CV 

Writing 

Editing 

Secondary Reader 

Editing 

Assembling & Sending Off 

 

 

 



PREpare to Write the Grant 

Pro tip: 

If you know someone who has received this particular 
grant before, ask to see their application! Most artists are 
friendly and are happy to help. 



Write the Grant 

 

FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS!!!! 

o Word and page limits 

o Format of documents 

o Method of delivery 



Write the Grant 

Project Description: 

BE CLEAR!!!!!! 

Simple, straightforward declarative sentence 

I am preparing to record my first full length album 

 

 



What 

A brief description of what your project is – what 
you’re trying to do artistically, themes you’re trying to 
capture 

The message of your art and what you hope to achieve 
by creating it  

Artistic Merit 

Who 

Who have you already recruited to work on the 
project – other artists, collectives, organizations, 
galleries 

Write the Grant 



Write the Grant 

Why 

Why this project matters to you 

Why it matters to the broader community 

Why it matters to your artistic field 

Impact 



Write the Grant 

Budget 
Use their budget form 

If there’s an option to clarify budget lines DO IT with your 
own budget template 

Get help if you need it 

Get quotes on prices 

Know the limits of what you can ask for living expenses (a 
question for the officer) 

Make sure your requested amount on the budget form 
matches the requested amount in other sections of the 
grant 

Don’t forget: travel, supplies, post-production, distribution 

Viability 



Write the Grant 



Write the Grant 



Write the Grant 

Other budget tips: 

Be prepared to answer how you plan on doing the 
project if you don’t receive funding or don’t receive 
the full amount 

What things can be done with less or no money? 

Other funding bodies/private sources? 

While you often can’t buy gear or capital, you can 
usually rent them, so include rental fees 



Write the Grant 

Support Material  

Follow their requirements 

Choose your best work AND work that reflects your 
qualifications for this particular project 

Know that a jury will often only listen to/read/look at a 
fraction of what you send in – SELECT CAREFULLY 



Write the Grant 

Support Letters 

From collaborators confirming you’ve spoken with 
them about support 

From other artists attesting to your role in the artistic 
community 

From past collaborators and/or established artists 
confirming their support (moral or practical) for THIS 
PARTICULAR PROJECT 



Write the Grant 

FILL OUT THE WHOLE APPLICATION!! 

Triple check for spelling, grammar, clarity, completion 

Ask a trusted person to read it and edit it: 

Someone who has no idea what art is but is a good reader 

An established artist 

Go back and re-edit based on their suggestions 

Read the application over one more time for cohesiveness 



Write the Grant 

Submit the grant EXACTLY how you’re told 

Sometimes it’s convoluted  

Sometimes it involves a lot of paper and paperclips 
(DON’T STAPLE YOUR APPLICATION….unless it tells you 
to) 

Sometimes it involves an online process 

Submit within the deadline 



Aaaaannd....wait 

Usually about 4 months 

 

(Keep making art) 



Get the Grant 

Congratulations! 

You got the full amount and you’re in a great position 
to do the project (because you’ve thought through it 
clearly and everything is in place and ready to go) 

You got less than the full amount and you’re in a great 
position to start the project (because you’ve 
prioritized your activities and have a contingency plan) 



Get the Grant 

Tips: 

It’s usually ok if your project changes SLIGHTLY. They 
need a solid deliverable that they can justify having 
supported based on your application. But, also, they 
understand that it’s art. If you think your project is 
changing drastically, call the program officer to check 
in. 

Keep track of all of your expenses and receipts 

Put the grant money in a separate bank account – try 
your hardest not to borrow against it 

Stick to your initial timeline as much as you can 



Get the Grant 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR COMPLETED PROJECT! 

Final Report 

Know how long you have to complete the project 

If you need an extension, request it 

Complete the final report form – which involves 
another budget (good thing you kept track of all of 
your expenses) 

Submit it before applying for the next grant 



If you don’t get the grant 



If you don’t get the grant… 

That’s ok – it happens. Plan on applying again 

Contact the program officer for feedback – it’s their 
job to offer it 

Figure out ways to do the project or pieces of the 
project anyway 

Start the grantwriting process again for the next stage 
of the project or a whole new one 




