
Grants for Creators
Funding for Cultural Organizations



Cultural Organizations’ Funding

Self-generated revenues

- tickets or admissions, concessions, facility rentals, memberships, 

sales or rentals of works, gift shops, and other operations

Government

- at all levels

Private Sector

- individuals, corporations and foundations



Sources of Funding
Government of Canada
Building Communities Through Arts & Heritage

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-

heritage/services/funding/building-

communities.html

Canadian Arts Presentation Fund
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-

heritage/services/funding/arts-presentation-

fund.html

Canadian Cultural Investment Fund
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-

heritage/services/funding/cultural-investment-

fund.html

Canadian Cultural Spaces Fund

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/building-communities.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/arts-presentation-fund.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/cultural-investment-fund.html


Sources of Funding

Provincial Government

Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport

http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/awards_funding/funding.sht

ml

Funding for both artists and cultural organizations

Ontario Trillium Foundation

https://otf.ca/?redirected=1

- Grants are available in four streams

- You can make application for more than one funding 

stream at a time

- Organizations must register with OTF before making 

application
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OTF – Investment Strategy

SEED Grants
Funding for projects a the idea or conceptual stage

$5,000 - $75,000 available, term up to one year

Deadline for submission:  February 21, 2018

GROW Grants
Funding to build on the success of a proven model or 

program

$50,000 - $250,000 per year, 2 -3  year term

Deadline for submission:  May 16, 2018



OTF – Investment Strategy

CAPITAL Grants
Funding to broaden access to and improve community

spaces

$5,000 - $150,000 available, term up to one year

Deadline for submission:  August 15, 2018

TRANSFORM Grants
Funding to tackle complex community issues and creating

lasting change

Funding amount and term to be determined

Deadline for submission:  November 7, 2018



OTF Investment Strategy

Grant applications can be made in the following Action Areas

Active People - Fostering more active lifestyles

Priority Outcomes

Higher quality programming and infrastructure to 

support physical activity

More people become active

Connected People – Building inclusive and engaged 

communities together

Priority Outcomes

Diverse groups work better together to shape 

community

Reduced social isolation



OTF Investment Strategy

Green People – Encouraging people to support a healthy

and sustainable environment

Priority Outcomes

More ecosystems are protected and restored

People reduce their impact on the environment

Inspired People – enriching people’s live through arts, culture 

and heritage

Priority Outcomes

Better quality programming and infrastructure to

experience culture, heritage and the arts

More people connect with culture, heritage and the 

arts



OTF – Capital Grant – Inspired People

First Step 

Register your organization by July 25, 2018.

Next Step

Determine if there is a OTF workshop in the region you

might attend to better understand the Capital Grant 

investment stream.

Next Step

Set-up a telephone meeting with an OTF Program 

Manager to determine if the project you have identified 

is eligible for funding.

Listen carefully to the language the Program Manager

uses when discussing your project and be sure to use 

the same language in your application.



OTF – Capital Grant – Inspired People

Next Step

Review the application well before the deadline to 

determine the information you will require. 

• Need project will address

• Project outcomes

• Letters of support

• Budget

Next Step

Complete the application form.

Final Step

Submit the application form.



OTF Investment Strategy

Promising Young People – Supporting the positive 

development of children and youth

Priority Outcomes

Parents, caregivers and adult allies have the skills to 

support children and youth who are facing barriers

Youth facing barriers volunteer and are in 

leadership roles

Prosperous People – Enhancing people’s economic wellbeing

Priority Outcomes

Increased economic stability

Increased economic opportunity



Sources of Funding

Municipal Government

City of Kawartha Lakes

Community Partnership and Development Fund Grant

https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/en/municipal-

services/resources/Grants-and-Funding/Community-

Partnership-and-Development-Fund-Grant.pdf

50/50 Community Project Capital Fund

Organizations making application for funds for capital 

projects can request up to $7,500.

Applications must be received prior to October 31st.

https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/en/municipal-services/resources/Grants-and-Funding/Community-Partnership-and-Development-Fund-Grant.pdf


Other Sources of Funding
Canada Council for Arts

http://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants

Funding for both artists and cultural organizations in the 

form of grants, endowments or awards to help with various 

project costs, including production, travel and residency 

costs.

NOTE: Many grants, like those offered through the 

Canada Council for Arts, have a multi-step 

process to making application for funding.

Deadlines for applications:

Some of the deadlines for applications are fixed 

and some are “any time before the start of a 

project” up to a stated date.

http://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants


Other Sources of Funding
Ontario Arts Council

http://www.arts.on.ca/page16

Funding for both artists and cultural organizations to 

cover operating costs.

NOTE: Use the Grants Advanced Search application 

within the website to determine your 

organization’s and project’s/initiative’s funding 

eligibility

http://www.arts.on.ca/grants-advanced-search

Deadlines for applications:

There is a rolling system of deadlines for grant 

opportunities as such it is important to identify the 

deadline that applies to the specific grant you are 

making application to.

http://www.arts.on.ca/page16
http://www.arts.on.ca/grants-advanced-search


Other Sources of Funding

Kawartha Lakes Community Futures Development Corp.

http://www.klcfdc.com

“Offering support, financing and assistance with strategic 

planning for rural Ontario businesses.”

Eastern Ontario Development Program (EODP)

- The program supports rural eastern Ontario communities 

to pursue the creation of a competitive and diversified 

regional economy through investment in economic 

development, small business growth, job creation and 

community innovation.

http://www.klcfdc.com


Grants that Support Youth in the Workforce

Young Canada Works (YCW)

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-

heritage/services/funding/young-canada-

works/employers.html

Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ)

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-

development/services/funding/canada-summer-

jobs.html
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https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/funding/canada-summer-jobs.html


Thanks!

Any questions?

You can find me at:

shirlanne.pawleyboyd@canoemuseum.ca
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